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Abstract 
The aim of this study is to investigate teacher candidates’ social network usage tendencies and to identify what sort of social and 
educational activities they realized in these networks. The research was carried out five teacher candidates who were attended at 
various departments of Ankara University, Faculty of Educational Sciences. The research was conducted with a qualitative 
pattern. Data was collected via two-hour focus group interviews. The data were analysed through content analysis. The results 
indicated that the most useful social network according to the teacher candidates is Facebook. And teacher candidates stated that 
they use the social networks for fun, sharing, social responsibility and educational purposes as well as communications. The most 
sharing information type personal condition. Beside various information types like videos, photos, songs and poems are shared. 
Participants usually think that the social networks are confident as they can make their security settings they wanted. However, 
they didn’t give out any information except the date of birth and the name of the school. Another important result of the research 
was the social networks improve of socialization possibilities of the users. But this situation depending on the usage types and 
aims. 
© 2012 Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
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1. Introduction 
Socialization is considered as a learning process in human societies and changes in time in the places where this 
process takes place (Dilmen & Öğüt, 2010). Together with the technological developments of the age the idea of 
gathering in a venue is becoming no more valid. Especially the developments in the web technologies like web 2.0 
and web 3.0, social learning environments started to be created in the web. When people use internet to 
communicate or create relations with others, they are able to satisfy the same important personal and social needs 
that generally are welcomed through traditional relationships: among these, for example, one can find the need to 
belong to a group (Severino, Messina, 2010). People started to come together virtually and maintain their 
communications independent from space and place even if they cannot physically meet. Social network sites have 
been created based on this necessity. Actually, the purpose of the social networking sites is to provide tools that will 
enable users to communicate and share with each other and to continue their communication independent from time 
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and space. The new European scene in higher education, proposes a series of challenges from the educational point 
of view, that so far as to attack more efficiently, will determine the competitive position of each university. For this 
reason, National Distance Education University ( the second largest university in Europe by number of students.  has 
promoted working together and sharing in this area, within the framework of "Research Network for Teaching 
Innovation: Development of Pilot Adaptation of Teaching to the E  
Boyd and Ellison (2007) stated that to be defined as social network, a website should present the following three 
features to the users: 
 Having a full or semi open personal profile page in a system with defined limits which can be viewed by anyone. 
 Providing a list including the other users with which a person or a network is shared 
 Providing the person with the right to access the connections of the people around himself 
It is possible to define the websites which provide the above features and which can be accessed from web or 
mobil devices as social network site. 
The basic goal of the emergence of social networks is to continue the existing social bonds and add new ones to 
them (Binark, 2009). The most favorable aspect of the social network sites is that the users can create their profile 
details and select the data that will be included in this profile. What is more, the users can select their own security 
settings by adjusting their profile details to be viewed by all network users or just by the people accepted as friends. 
A user sends a friendship invitation to another user in the social network site and they become friends if the other 
user accepts this invitation while the names of the friends are listed in the profile of the user. All users have a wall in 
the social network and the messages written on this wall can be seen by all users who can view the profile. There is 
groups link in the profile page. The groups page is created by the users and social network users can visit the page of 
the group they want to and become a member of this group. Information is included in the group page according to 
the creation purpose of the group. 
The most popular ones among these social network sites are Facebook, Twitter, Frendfeed and MySpace.  Thanks 
to these sites, people become part of a giant network where they share their videos, photos, documents, happiness, 
loves and in short everything. These sites are listed among the top ten of the most visited internet sites in the world. 
When looked at the Alexa (2010) data, it has been determined that Facebook is visited by 33% of the Internet users 
in the world, MySpace 10% and Twitter 6.5 %. Besides, it is stated that Facebook has more than 400 million active 
users, %50 of them visit Facebook everyday, each user has 130 friends in average and people spend average 500 
billion minutes at the Facebook monthly (Facebook, 2010). According a study done by Comscore (2009), it is stated 
that the number of Internet users in Turkey above the age of 15 is around 18 million and they spend total 544 million 
hours in the Internet with monthly 30 hours Internet usage per person. 14 million of these 18 million users use social 
networking sites with Facebook is the top site with 13 million users followed by Mynet 2,5 million people, Netlog 2 
million people and MSN 1 million people. The top 100 internet sites in Turkey include Facebook 2, Mynet 7,  MSN 
13, Yahoo 18, Twitter 25, Frendfeed 59,  Flickr 79 and MySpace 92 (Alexa, 2010).  
It is obvious that almost all of the Internet users are members to a social network site. Facebook is the most 
popular one with 350 million members. Majority of the social network users are in the age group of 18-30 and 57% 
r, 2009). It is determined that the number of users who visited Facebook the 
least in the last one month is more than 20 million and 54% of the users are in the age group of 18-35 and 65% is 
male (Facebook, 2010). This study aims to reveal which of the above mentioned social networks are preferred by the 
university students and teacher candidates in particular, in which purpose they use these networks, what they share 
and which education activities they carry out. 
2. Method 
In this study, we employed a qualitative research method to explore the 
tendencies. Specifically, it was intended to establish what sort of social and educational activities they realized in 
these networks.  
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2.1. Data Collection Process 
Focus Group meetings are held with small participant groups and it aims to determine the views, feelings, 
expectations etc. -
aims to reveal the way that the users of a service perceive that service, small groups are created consisting of the 
users benefitting from this service. Usually this method aims to collect the views of the users on this service as well 
as to determine the complaints and solution proposals regarding this service. The basis of this method includes 
creating a brain storming using the group dynamics.  
The open ended questions to be asked to the focus group in the meeting were determined beforehand. Following 
the determination of the date, hour and place of the meeting, a group of random teacher candidates studying at the 
education faculty was informed about the topic, date and hour of the meeting and that it would be recorded and they 
were asked whether they accept to join this study. Five among the teacher candidates who wish to join were selected 
randomly. The teacher candidates were present at the determined date and hour and a meeting of 90 minutes was 
held. The audio and video records of the meeting were analyzed by an expert. 
Focus group meeting was held by receiving one student from each department representing Ankara University 
Educational Sciences Faculty Departments of Computer Education and Teaching Technologies Education, 
Classroom Teaching, Religious Culture and Moral Knowledge Teaching, Psychological Consulting and Guidance, 
Education of the Mentally Disabled. One participant is male and 4 participants are female. Two of them are third 
year and 3 of them are fourth year students. Four participants stated that they had both the Facebook and MySpace 
accounts and one student said that he had only the Facebook account. 
Besides they mentioned that the social network sites they knew were Facebook, Twitter, MySpace, Yonca and 
Frendblok. It was determined that the participants had been a member of a social network site for two years in 
average. It was understood that all participants had almost the similar experience regarding the use of social 
networks. 
2.2. Data Analysis 
The analysis of the data collected by the focus group interview was analysed through induction analysis 
technique. The induction analysis included the writing down of the data, writing the descriptional index and the 
interviewer comment, coding, filing and theme creating stages (Berg, 2000; Patton, 2002). 
The findings of the research have been collected under five themes; 
 Usage purposes 
 Trust 
 Information sharing  
 Impacts on social life  




participants' code, numbered from 1 to 5. 
3.1. Usage Purposes 
rpose of using social network sites is 
communication, fun, education, sharing and social responsibility. The participants believe that the sites replace 
ds and they 
could not communicate too much with the old friends but only follow the profile information because they had not 
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networking sited because it was difficult to transfer the messages and use the system. 
 I think is very important to 
P1). 
can use it for learning purposes too 2). 
in the Facebook, although rarely. I have seen people who put 
photo of the notes taken in the classroom. They wrote down the notes in the notebook, for instance and loaded its 
photos to the Facebook. I have seen people sharing notes with this method 4). 
4) 
reach these people from the Faceboo 3). 
We want to find out this kind of information like at which institution they work 4). 
 
other side, w 2). 
a 5).  
3.2. Trust 
The participants stated that they usually found these social networks secure as they could make the security 
rth and the 
name of the school. 
5). 
 (P2). 
heir profiles are 
not open to anyone except their friends. It is understood that some disabled even the search engine results showing 
peopl
want to be. 
reflect what they can see about me from the outside 5). 
wants to be or appear to be 4). 
are a little bit 
2). 
3.3. Information Sharing 
When it comes to the information which the participants share in social networks, it was found out that the 
sharings were mostly on messages of the condition, quotations, poems, video, photos, course notes, news and 
messages. The participants said 
especially about the courses and the location they were in.  
It is understood that one of the most used features of social network sites is picture tagging. Tagging is an 
application where the users match the photos and names of the people in the photo to ensure that the photo is 
included in the profile of the tagged person.  Participants said that this application was not appropriate all the time, 
5406   Halil Ibrahim Akyuz et al. /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  46 ( 2012 )  5402 – 5408 
which 
removed the tag themselves.  
ertain things. This is not because of me, my friend shared it. I just cannot ask my 
neighbor to experience my friendship 
atmosphere just like me. This is my life here. The other one is my neighborhood 5). 
 remove the 
tag immediately 1). 
It is understood that the participants become member to the social network sites usually in relation to their 
professions and hobbies. They become member to these groups to benefit from the video and information sharings 
and find later on that their classmates are also members to these groups especially in the professional groups. 
Besides, the participants stated that they obtained information about the activities in their cities and schools from 
these sites. 
 (P1). 
 all of it but I can say tha 4). 
3.4. Impacts on Social Life 
As a result of the meeting with the focus group, it is understood that this media provides socialization to 
individuals but this socialization changes depending on the type of use by the individual and purpose. It is 
determined that participants associate socialization with addiction. At times, social events are organized in such 
media but they emphasized the exaggeration sometimes. The participants state that friends spend time in social 
network sites instead of talking face to face and believe that there is no sincerity in social network media.  
asked them to meet. That is we meet each other in the Facebook and then we want to meet face to face, like  
(P2). 
people and on your 
4). 
nd a lot of time. He spends most of his time in the Facebook. I saw it myself. They 
wake up in the morning until late in the night without sleep, and they are doing nothing. They just follow the 
profiles of the friends of other people.  This is not good. I think this makes people antisocial. But under controlled 
1). 
he said that she was very tired, she had to go home and change clothes. 
 (P4). 
ch other, are very close in the Facebook, my darling, dear, what us 
up mate, kind of thi  (P1). 
According to the findings of the study, they accept that this media is different than the real life. The participants 
say that they know their friends better in this media and say things which they cannot face to face. They find social 
network useful in this sense.  
establishing real social relation. 
talk about some things but in the internet they do it easily. I believe that the relations are too superficial  (P1). 
in the virtual media, MSN or Facebook, he talks about everything. He tells all his ideas etc. I ask him why  
talk when we are face to f 2) 
et you can. This is what I 
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the internet, it is virtual environment. Or you can just pretend as if conveying from someone else during a 
conversation. I think it pro 5). 
3.5. Educational Opportunities 
It is seen that the education aspect of the environment is not too much. But that they can learn things from here, 
they just remember the short, nice and meaningful articles they read in social networking sites. They share course 
notes most, and they get help to get different viewpoints in the solution of questions. They point out that this cannot 
be a learning environment on his own but can be used as supportive environment.  
4). 
fields and we have some knowledge about general culture and general talents. If it sounds right to us, that means we 
know it. We need to control it if it is wrong. Was it like that? We learn wh  (P5). 
the questions differently. They try to prove th 4). 
them the 1). 
4. Conclusion 
In the discussion made with the teacher candidates, it is understood that they use the social network sites to be 
informed and as much as they need. It has been determined that Facebook is the mostly used web site. It has been 
determined that all of the participants have sufficient knowledge about the use of these social network sites. Also it 
has been determined that the friends consist of those with whom they have met at least once face to face. It has been 
understood that the security settings of the media is sufficient but this media can be abused just like the other 
internet media. It is a reality that the most complained application is tagging. It is understood that viewing of the 
tagged photos by the friends of the person whose photo is tagged causes problems. It has been understood that this 
media supports the social life of the person if used consciously but may cause addiction if excessively used. It has 
been determined that the participants communicate with their friends in their daily lives and rarely get in touch with 
old friends except having information on what they do. It is seen that the participants do not believe all information 
in this media and question the information obtained therefore too much. It has determined that the teacher candidates 
regard the social networking sites not as a learning environment on its own but useful as a supplementary learning 
environment. It is useful for the most effective use of this media if works are done for using these media as a 
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